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Methodology

Sample size 602 total interviews, 200 African
Americans, 201 Latinos, 201 Asians

Dates of interviews April 20 — May 2, 2006

Margin of error 4 percentage points

Languages of English, Spanish, Mandarin,
interviews Cantonese, Viethamese, Korean




Demographics
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How many children under the age of 18
do you currently have living with youe

Latino

African
American

Asian

H One
43% B Two
E Three
or
40% more
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Residency in Californio
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Region
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American

Asian

|

20%

21%

59%

66%

72%

B Northern
California

00 Central
Valley

= Southern
Cadlifornia

0% 20%

60%

80%




Major FIndings

1. There are important demographic
and socio-economic differences
between Latino, African American
and Asian parents in California.
These differences must be keptin
mind when reviewing the other
findings of the poll.



Education
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66%
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Language of Interview

. | English
Latino J

747%

B Spanish /
Cantonese /
Mandarin /
Korean /

Asian Viethamese
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Do any of the children that live at

home with you attend public schoolse

African

Lo 85%
15%
B O Yes
72%
American 28%
. B No
68%
Ao —w
/0
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Do any of the children that live with you attend
a pre-school program or a child care center for
children under 5 years of age¢*

Latino

African
American

Asian

23%
77%
177 1 Yes
66%
34%
| H No
41%
59%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*Asked only of respondents with children under 5 years of age.
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Major FIndings

2. Ethnic parents in California have very
high expectations for their children,
yvet maintain a realistic perspective as
to the role in the public schools play in
their children’s lives. Their aspirations
reach well beyond the simple hope
that their children will earn a high
school diploma. The overwhelming
majority of ethnic parents would like
to see their children attain at least @
college degree.



Biggest Problem Facing California Today
Latinos

Aftordable housing | 257

Quality of public education 23%

lllegal immigration

4%

Economy and unemployment

Access to health care
Traffic congestion - 6%
Public safety -ﬁ%
) |
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Biggest Problem Facing California Today

African Americans

Quality of public education

Affordable housing

lllegal immigration

Economy and unemployment

Public safety

Access to health care
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Biggest Problem Facing California Today

Asians

Quaity of public ecueation | 247.
2

Affordable housing

lllegal immigration

Access to health care - 89

Economy and unemployment - 7%
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Biggest Problem Facing California Today*

Immigrants interviewed in a foreign language

| | | |
Medical care 28%

Education _ 16%
Immigration _ 10%
Housing - 4%
Public safety - 3%
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*California Endowment health care survey, July 2003 17



Overall, how would you rate the
quality of public schools in California<¢

Excellent / Good
Latino

Mediocre / Poor

Excellent / Good
African

American
Mediocre / Poor

Excellent / Good

Asian
Mediocre / Poor
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What do you think is the major reason why the
California public school system has so many
problemse

o Low level of
funding and

40% resources

available

Latino

39% B Ineffective
management
of public
schools

African
American

m Lack of parent
40% involvement in
education of
children

Asian

0% 10% 207% 307% 40% 50%
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Testing every high school student in California
with an “exit exam' before they are able to
receive a high school diploma.

Latino

African
American

Asian
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What level of education do you
expect your children to reache*

Latino

African
American

62%

m Aftend a few
years of HS

m Graduate from
HS

B Graduate from
a two-year
college

B Graduate from
a four-year
university

o Attain a
graduate
degree

0% 20% 40% 60%

*Asked only of respondents with children in the public schools.

80%
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What do you think is most important for children

when it comes to their education in the public
schoolse

African
American

Asian

547

80%

for a good job

M To learn key
skills like
reading, writing
and math

fo enter a
college /
university

W To prepare them

m To prepare them
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100%
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How confident are you that the public education
system in California will prepare its students

adequately for a good job and successful career?
“Very confident” answers only

Latino
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Asian
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Major FIndings

3. California’s Latino, African American
and Asian parents are very interested
and highly involved in the education
of their children. They could become
an important source of pressure 1o
raise achievement levels in the public
schools of California. The hope of
parents that their children will exceed
their standard of living is alive and well
INn the ethnic and immigrant
communities of Californiq.
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In a typical week, about how many nights
do you help your children with their
homework assignmentse®

8% @ None

Latino

. @ One night
American A few nights
per week
B Every night
Asian 32%
55
\

0% 20% 40% 60%

*Asked only of respondents with children in the public schools.



Since the start of the school year, how many

times have you met with the teachers of your
childrene*

3%
Latino 6% m Never
91%
African 6?7 B Once
American 857

0 Two or

Asian 1 7% more times

73%

0% 207% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*Asked only of respondents with children in the public schools. 26



Have you ever had a problem communicati

ng

with your children’s tfeachers because they do

not speak your language¢*

8%

Latino
82%

19%

Asian

81%

[1Yes

HNo

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*Asked only of respondents with children in the public schools.
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Major FIndings

4. There is strong support for pre-school
programs among California’s ethnic
parents. Respondents report having an
understanding of the importance of pre-
school, a recognition of its educational
function and a need for more pre-school
facilities in their communities. Ethnic
parents clearly see the connection
between a good pre-school education
and a child’s later chances of having a
successful career,
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Now thinking back to your personal childhood,
did you attend a pre-school program or a child
care center before you went to kindergartene

247,

Latino

O Agree

African

American %

H Disagree

Asian

60%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
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Children under five are too young to be
attending any type of school program; they
should be at home with their parents and family.

Latino
B Agree

African
American

Ml Disagree

Asian

0% 207% 40% 607% 80% 100%
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What would you say is most important about
child care or day care centers for children
under the age of five?

Latino

African
American

Asian

@ Recreational
activities so
children are
entertained

= Educational
activities so
children get
ready for
kindergarten

13%
82%
1 ﬂ%
81%
32%
62%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Are there quality child care or day care
centers in your neighborhood or town
that you can afford?

Latino

African
American

Asian

40%

23%

32%

48%

60%

63%

H Yes

[0 No
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Do you think that pre-school programs for four
year old children should be offered entirely in

English, entirely in *, orin both languages?
Latino W Entirely in
81% English
African o Entirely in
American —
47 % B Both
Asian languages
49%

0% 207% 40% 60% 80% 100%

*Spanish, Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean, Viethamese 33



